THE   REPUBLIC   OF CHINA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          345
those pedantic and narrow-minded Mandarins (merely a Chinese
title for administrator) who then ruled China were still sufficiently
steeped in the teachings of Confucius to refuse to let their people be
exposed to the unlimited importation of opium. But the British
East India Company was making millions of pounds out of the
sale of poppy-seed to the people of the Yang-tzc and the Hwang-
Ho. The British East India Company insisted upon importing
opium into China and the Chinese authorities refused to let the
stuff be landed. Opium and hurt feelings then led to the war of
1839-42 in which the Chinese, to their dumbfounded surprise, dis-
covered that they were absolutely no match for the despised
foreigners, and that during the centuries of voluntary seclusion
they had dropped so far behind the rest of humanity that it was
doubtful whether they would ever be able to catch up.
This fear bids fair to come true. Ever since the disastrous days
of the Opium War China has been completely at the mercy of
the West The Chinese people, who arc apt to go on ploughing
and harvesting, no matter who is fighting in the adjacent fields,
have at times shown signs that they arc beginning to realize that
something is wrong with their country. The first outbreak of dis-
content occurred eight years after the British treaty which ended
the Opium War when a fanatical revolt against the Manchu
dynasty, known as the Taiping rebellion, broke out in the south.
Three years later, in 1853, &c rcbds captured Nanking and
threatened Shanghai. The citizens hastened to raise a mixed force,
largely of Europeans, for the defence of their city, and an
American engineer called Frederick Ward took command* Ward,
however, was killed in an engagement, and Charles George
Gordon, who had been assisting Ward, was appointed General-
issimo of the now grandiloquently termed ** Evor-vktorious
Army/'
The rebels were eventually broken and their leader, dubbed by
his followers " The Heavenly King," committed suicide in 1863,
Nanking was retaken, and the Emperor gave Gordon Ac Yellow
Jacket, Sic most coveted decoration in his gift. He offered also a
large sum of money, but this Gordon refused.
In 1875 there was a slight difference of opinion between the